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FISMA, in its current form, places too great an
emphasis on compliance over outcomes.

The bill requires OMB to oversee agency
policies and develop information security pro-
tections consistent with standards issued by
the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology and OMB would have to report to Con-
gress annually on agency compliance.

Additionally, each agency would be required
to provide protections that are commensurate
with the risks posed to the security of the
agency’s information. The head of each agen-
cy would be required to appoint a Chief Infor-
mation Security Officer responsible for devel-
oping and implementing an information secu-
rity program and the bill mandates that each
agency develop and implement an information
security program that is approved by OMB.

Mr. Speaker, as a leading employer in the
U.S., the federal government has a special re-
sponsibility to ensure that the electronic points
of entry it maintains with Americans and with
the world are protected from unauthorized ac-
cess and disruption.

The common sense and necessary legisla-
tion before us today is an important step in
that direction. | encourage my colleagues to
join me in support of the bill.
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, this
week, we joined people in the State of Israel
and her many friends around the world in
celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut—the independ-
ence from British mandatory rule and the es-
tablishment of the State of Israel.

The United States and Israel have shared a
special bond since the establishment of the
Jewish State in 1948. The United States,
under the leadership of then-President Tru-
man, was the first country to recognize Israel,
only 11 minutes after its founding. Today, the
United States and Israel continue to share a
commitment to democracy, the rule of law, the
freedoms of religion and speech, as well as
respect for human rights. The United States
and lIsrael also share a desire for peace and
stability.

Our countries cooperate closely on intel-
ligence issues, partnering on the development
of new technology to promote the security and
safety of our citizens. Bilateral ties in trade
were codified in the 1985 U.S-Israel Free
Trade Agreement. Today, the American and
Israeli governments and businesses are work-
ing together to develop and promote new en-
ergy solutions.

The Jewish people paid a heavy price for
security and independence. Nearly 23,000
men and women have been killed defending
Israel since the first Jewish settlers left the se-
cure walls of Jerusalem in 1860. Since the
end of the War of Independence, nearly 2,500
people have been killed by terror attacks in
Israel, including 14 in the past year.

Today, despite disturbing political instability
in the region, lIsrael stands strong. She is
among the safest countries in the world, her
economy is sound, life expectancy there is
among the highest in the world, and more
Israelis earn advanced degrees than most
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other nations. And, at a time when our own
country is challenged by polarizing politics, an
astounding 88 percent of Israelis say they are
proud to be Israeli.

| want to extend my best wishes to the peo-
ple of Israel as we celebrate Israel’'s extraor-
dinary friendship and honor her achievements
over the past 64 years.

—
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retiring Mayor of the City of La
Vernia in Texas, Harold Schott. He was elect-
ed Mayor of the City of La Vernia in May 2008
and ends his tenure in May 2012. His tireless
efforts have improved the community and
served to better the development and
progress of the City of La Vernia.

Mr. Schott was born in Castroville, Texas
and grew up in San Antonio, Texas where he
graduated from the Central Catholic High
School. At twenty-five years old, he joined the
San Antonio Police Department in 1970. In his
duration with the department, he was a Police
Department Union Representative for his sub-
station. After 33 years of dedication and serv-
ice, he retired from the Police Department in
2003. His work with the City of La Vernia
began in 1998 when he was elected to the La
Vernia City Council and held his position as a
council member for a decade. By May 2008,
he was elected Mayor of the City of La Vernia.
| had the pleasure of working with the Mayor
on various projects, such as securing a
$500,000 earmark on a new water well and
assistance for a grant that brought a new en-
ergy efficient roof for City Hall.

His work as Mayor led to a list of accom-
plishments that benefited the city and people
of La Vernia, including new pumps and vault
at Wood Creek water plant, TMRS Retirement
plans for employees, and residential water
meter replacement. Additionally, he increased
safety and protections by reducing speed lim-
its at the city limits and developed emergency
response plans for water and wastewater sys-
tems. His actions were for the betterment of
the community and commendable.

Along with serving the city, he sat on the
Canyon Regional Water Authority Board of
Trustees from 2004 through 2012. He has
been married to his wife, Lucy, who has
served as a U.S. Marshal for 17 years. The
couple has two children and one grandchild.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize Mr.
Harold Schott, retiring Mayor of the City of La
Vernia. His years of dedication and commit-
ment to our community have truly impacted
the quality of lives for the people of the city.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Carlos
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DelLaCerda for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Carlos DelLaCerda is a 10th grader at Jeffer-
son Senior High and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Carlos
DeLaCerda is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Car-
los DeLaCerda for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments.

———
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
strong spirit of solidarity that | recognize the
64th anniversary of the independence of the
State of Israel. On May 14, 1948, as the world
was working toward a brighter and less war-
torn future, the lIsraeli people declared their
independence from the British Mandate. The
United States recognized the new State of
Israel minutes after its birth and, ever since,
our two nations have remained strong allies
and profound friends.

During its 64 year history, the State of Israel
has weathered persistent threats with a re-
markable resolve. The nation has not only sur-
vived, but has prospered. While ensuring the
security of her people, Israel has maintained a
firm commitment to democracy. We in the
United States are fortunate to have Israel as
an unshakeable ally in the Middle East. On
this anniversary of independence, we should
reflect upon the endurance of that alliance and
renew its promises for future generations.

| further recognize the importance of fos-
tering our alliance with mutual cooperation.
The second ten-year Memorandum of Under-
standing between the United States and
Israel, which was signed in 2007, has estab-
lished a fruitful security agreement that has
served both of our nations well. A later Memo-
randum in 2009 further strengthened our joint
commitment to counter-terrorism by pledging
our mutual assistance to stop the supply of
arms to terrorist organizations. It is strategic
landmarks like these that help support the
lasting bond that we have established with the
Israeli state and people.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, | ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing
and celebrating the 64th anniversary of the
State of Israel. | am proud of the historic rela-
tionship that the United States has with Israel
and look forward to the future of our friend-
ship.
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